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 FICTION AND POETRY 
 Alice & Oliver, by Charles Bock Random House; 399 pages; $28. Despite its gruesome subject matter - loosely based on Bock's family's experience coping with cancer - his novel is a rewarding reading experience, a testament to the resilience of humans and our willingness to forgive.
 All That Man Is, by David Szalay Graywolf Press; 358 pages; $26. Szalay's interesting conceit is to string nine separate stories together about men at different ages to form a composite portrait of white European manhood. These men are so authentic - and, frequently, so hapless - that they earn our sympathy.
 Another Brooklyn, by Jacqueline Woodson Amistad; 192 pages; $22.99. Woodson's first novel for adults in 20 years is a perfectly cut diamond of a book about the families we make and unmake. 
 Behold the Dreamers, by Imbolo Mbue Random House; 382 pages; $28. Imagine Lorraine Hansberry's play/film "A Raisin in the Sun" with a Cameroonian cast of characters in early 21st century New York City, and you may come up with something close to Mbue's bittersweet debut novel.
 Carousel Court, by Joe McGinniss Jr. Simon & Schuster; 354 pages; $26. Set in a Los Angeles subdivision beset with wildfires and foreclosures, McGinniss' raucously inventive second novel journeys through an American dream veering into nightmare.
 Commonwealth, by Ann Patchett Harper; 322 pages; $27.99. Pure gangbusters, Patchett's latest novel tells an ever-expanding family's story.
 Daredevils, by Shawn Vestal Penguin Press; 308 pages; $27. Vestal's full-throttle, exhilarating debut novel centers on faith, daring and the unexpectedly glorious coming-of-age of a Mormon teenager.
 Fine, Fine, Fine, Fine, Fine, by Diane Williams McSweeney's; 131 pages; $20. Williams' 40 stories rely less on narrative than on imagery. Her details are always precise, and her prose distills her fictional worlds to bright, brief moments.
 For a Little While: New and Selected Stories, by Rick Bass Little, Brown; 471 pages; $28. While nature figures heavily in Bass' work, in this collection it always yields the foreground to people and their difficult, sometimes devastating lives.
 The Fortunes, by Peter Ho Davies Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; 268 pages; $27. Davies' novel, composed of four sections that sprawl across the American continent and nearly two centuries, is also a book of keenly observed characters.
 A Gambler's Anatomy, by Jonathan Lethem Doubleday; 289 pages; $27.95. Lethem's 10th novel is a wild ride, a circuitous adventure that skips from Singapore to Berlin before finally landing in Berkeley, with detours along the way that explore not only backgammon, but also neurosurgery.
 A Gentleman in Moscow, by Amor Towles Viking; 462 pages; $27. In elaborate, fluting prose, Towles shapes before our eyes a Russian aristocrat who's sentenced to live the rest of his life in a cramped attic of the Metropol Hotel.
 Gesell Dome, by Guillermo Saccomanno; translated from the Spanish by Andrea G. Labinger. Open Letter; 616 pages; $18.95. Set in an Argentine resort, Saccomanno's ambitious novel is a bizarro Robert Altman film in book form: hundreds of characters and story lines that paint a portrait of a community.
 The Girls, by Emma Cline Random House; 355 pages; $27. The power of Cline's hypnotizing debut, a reshaping of the Charles Manson killings, is in exploring how an awkward and vulnerable 14-year-old girl on the prowl for some innocent fun could so easily be recruited by a group of seemingly wiser cool kids with the capacity to commit real damage.
 Here Comes the Sun, by Nicole Dennis-Benn Liveright; 349 pages; $26.95. Class, racism and homophobia are a few of the subjects bluntly tackled by Dennis-Benn in her first novel, set in Jamaica.
 Here I Am, by Jonathan Safran Foer Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 592 pages; $28. Foer's novel juxtaposes two catastrophes vastly different in scale: the disintegration of a middle-class American marriage and the destruction of the state of Israel.
 High Dive, by Jonathan Lee Knopf; 321 pages; $26.95. Lee's novel boldly imagines three lives bound up with a hotel bombing in Brighton, England, in 1984.
 Homegoing, by Yaa Gyasi Knopf; 305 pages; $26.95. Gyasi's tremendous family saga spans three centuries of Ghanaian and American history. This is a novel about survival, endurance and transcendence, beyond the degradation of slavery.
 Hystopia, by David Means Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 336 pages; $26. In the author's gutsy leap into the realm of the dystopian novel, Means has reimagined a late '60s-early '70s Michigan ravaged by riots, fires and marauding Vietnam vets unhinged by wartime trauma.
 Innocents and Others, by Dana Spiotta Scribner; 279 pages; $25. Spiotta's latest experimental novel explores the permeable seams of fabricated and authentic relationships.
 The Jungle Around Us, by Anne Raeff University of Georgia Press; 140 pages; $24.95. Political and emotional displacement run through these perfectly controlled stories, which span the globe from New York to the Soviet Union to South America. 
 The Kindness of Enemies, by Leila Aboulela Grove; 335 pages; $25. In Aboulela's beautiful book - a double helix of two novels that wind around each other - she has made the story of an obscure 19th century warrior topical and the story of three ordinary citizens in 21st century Scotland timeless.
 LaRose, by Louise Erdrich Harper; 373 pages; $27.99. You're going to want to take your time with this book, so lavish in its generational scope, its fierce torrent of wrongs and its luxurious heart.
 The Last Painting of Sara de Vos, by Dominic Smith Sarah Crichton; 290 pages; $26. In this sublime work about longing, creativity, love and loss, Smith explores what is authentic and what is hidden, on both the canvas and in the human heart.
 The Last Shift: Poems, by Philip Levine Knopf; 79 pages; $26.95. In this posthumous collection, scrupulously edited by Levine's devoted friend and fellow poet Edward Hirsch, we see the range and depth of his emotions, literary scope and political passions.
 The Little Red Chairs, by Edna O'Brien Little, Brown; 299 pages; $27. O'Brien's novel is a tour de force on the atrocities we humans commit and fall prey to, as well as an exploration of suffering and the curative power of story.
 Look, by Solmaz Sharif Graywolf Press; $16. Sharif's astonishing poetry collection, her first, examines an endless cycle of war and violence, using a myriad of voices and forms.
 Losing It, by Emma Rathbone Riverhead; 258 pages; $26. The funny and lovable narrator of Rathbone's second novel spends much of her mental energy plotting to rid herself of her virginity.
 Mister Monkey, by Francine Prose Harper; 285 pages; $26.99. On the surface, Prose's novel makes highly entertaining theater out of a children's musical. Underneath, the book is as serious as the characters are about their obsessive concerns.
 Monterey Bay, by Lindsay Hatton Penguin; 310 pages; $27. With intelligent, painterly prose, Hatton, who grew up in Monterey, deftly conjures up a Cannery Row that can still exist in fiction.
 Moonglow, by Michael Chabon Harper; 430 pages; $28.99. Chabon's quasi-memoir couched in a novel's clothing is both a hodgepodge stroll down memory lane and an exercise in exploring the slippery nature of truth and memory.
 Mortal Trash, by Kim Addonizio Norton; 112 pages; $25.95. Addonizio's latest poetry collection offers unparalleled discoveries, exploring "that dark wood" of middle age with humor and grace.
 My Name Is Lucy Barton, by Elizabeth Strout Random House; 193 pages; $26. Strout's deceptively simple fifth novel returns to recurrent themes, including a strained mother-daughter relationship and the long-term scars of an impoverished childhood.
 My Struggle: Book Five, by Karl Ove Knausgaard Archipelago; 626 pages; $27. The latest installment in Knausgaard's autobiographical project does a remarkably good job of depicting failure, and of capturing the single-mindedness required to make real artistic progress.
 The Nest, by Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney Ecco; 353 pages; $26.99. Sweeney's immensely enjoyable debut novel centers on a dysfunctional family's looming implosion.
 Night Sky With Exit Wounds, by Ocean Vuong Copper Canyon; 89 pages; $16. Vuong came to the U.S. as a refugee and now lives in New York, where he weaves his family story into astonishing, intimate poems.
 Ninety-Nine Stories of God, by Joy Williams Tin House; 151 pages; $19.95. In manipulating our most deeply rooted expectations, shooting them through a prism of irony and wonder, Williams has created a cockeyed book of common prayer. 
 The Noise of Time, by Julian Barnes Knopf; 201 pages; $25.95. In his 21st book, Barnes paints a pensive portrait of Dmitri Shostakovich, a musician who is both lionized and demonized.
 Nutshell, by Ian McEwan Doubleday; 197 pages; $24.95. McEwan's fantastically entertaining novel offers a delightful twist on "Hamlet" - as told by unborn baby boy.
 Pond, by Claire-Louise Bennett Riverhead; 195 pages; $26. Bennett's fascinating debut is a collection of 20 interconnected short stories that, when spliced together, paint a patchwork yet intimate portrait of a woman's mostly solitary life in the Irish countryside.
 The Portable Veblen, by Elizabeth McKenzie Penguin; 430 pages; $26. Set in a recognizably recent Palo Alto when it was still straddling the threshold between funky charm and upscale ambition, this unforgettable novel offers a heartfelt and sincere investigation into the paradoxical nature of love, familial as well as romantic.
 The Queen of the Night, by Alexander Chee Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; 561 pages; $28. A reinvention of Mozart's "The Magic Flute," Chee's remarkable novel blurs the lines between reality and art and the boundaries of narration.
 The Red Car, by Marcy Dermansky Liveright; 207 pages; $24.95. In Dermansky's melancholy but sharply witty novel, a young woman arrives in San Francisco for a funeral and experiences the strange duality of visiting a place where she once lived.
 Reputations, by Juan Gabriel Vásquez; translated from the Spanish by Anne McLean. Riverhead; 190 pages; $25. Vásquez's novel is a profound, exquisitely observed, suspenseful and deeply moving novel about a revered - and feared - political cartoonist for a Colombian newspaper.
 The Revolutionaries Try Again, by Mauro Javier Cardenas Coffee House Press; 269 pages; $16.95 paperback. Cardenas' wildly ambitious first novel is a book at once haunting and haunted, rippling with the ghosts of Latin America's atrocities, disappointments, colonial strangleholds, insurgencies and fierce hopes.
 Serious Sweet, by A.L. Kennedy Little, Brown; 487 pages; $24.95. Kennedy's eighth novel burrows deep into the lives and minds of two sympathetic misfits as they ricochet around London over a 24-hour period.
 Shelter in Place, by Alexander Maksik Europa Editions; 392 pages; $18 paperback. Maksik's exhilarating and unsettling third novel sets us down in a Pacific Northwest that's so real, you can smell the pine trees and feel the lonely solitude.
 Sons and Daughters of Ease and Plenty, by Ramona Ausubel Riverhead; 308 pages; $27. Ausubel's sparkling second novel, about a rich family that has squandered everything, will surely confirm her as a vibrant, memorable voice in contemporary American letters.
 Sudden Death, by Álvaro Enrigue; translated from the Spanish by Natasha Wimmer Riverhead; 261 pages; $27. By turns intellectual and earthy, Enrigue's fictionalized account of Renaissance Europe and 16th century Mexico is the best kind of history lesson: erudite without being stuffy.
 Sweet Lamb of Heaven, by Lydia Millet Norton; 250 pages; $25.95. Millet has crafted a chilling novel about a young wife and her child on the run from a predatory husband.
 Sweetbitter, by Stephanie Danler Knopf; 352 pages; $25. Danler's provocative debut serves up the coming of age of a 22-year-old who arrives in New York City in 2006, finds a squalid apartment and nabs the one job she can get, as a back waiter in an upscale restaurant.
 Swing Time, by Zadie Smith The Penguin Press; 455 pages; $27. Smith's vibrant novel follows two biracial childhood friends over decades, tracking the rise and ebb of their friendship and fortunes as they shimmy on the fringes of the musical entertainment industry.
 The Terranauts, by T.C. Boyle Ecco; 528 pages; $26.99. Boyle uses the Biosphere 2 experiment in the 1990s as a springboard for a novel about science, sex and the difficulty of maintaining balance, be it ecological or psychological.
 The Vegetarian, by Han Kang; translated from the Korean by Deborah Smith Hogarth; 188 pages; $21. A nightmare prompts the title character of Kang's extraordinary novel - an existential nightmare - to adopt a strict vegan diet.
 The Veins of the Ocean, by Patricia Engel Grove; 403 pages; $25. In her second novel, Engel juxtaposes the crushing separations and struggles experienced by immigrants with the power of connection, as embodied by the sea.
 Version Control, by Dexter Palmer Pantheon; 495 pages; $27.95. Palmer's knowing, frequently funny and often very sad novel explores love, marriage and loss in the age of social media.
 What Belongs to You, by Garth Greenwell Farrar, Straus and Giroux; 194 pages; $23. Set in Bulgaria, Greenwell's first novel is an elegant and graphic depiction of gay male desire, written in supple, unsentimental prose.
 What Lies Between Us, by Nayomi Munaweera St. Martin's; 310 pages; $25.99. Trauma is rarely captured in literary form with as much fiery intensity as it is in Munaweera's devastating novel, set in Sri Lanka and the Bay Area.
 You Should Pity Us Instead, by Amy Gustine Sarabande; 222 pages; $15.95 paperback. Gustine's enjoyable collection of stories, each ambitious in scope, drop us into one nerve-racking situation after another.
 Zero K, by Don DeLillo Scribner; 274 pages; $27. DeLillo's latest novel asks what happens if humanity conquers death, just as it has conquered so many other maladies.
 NONFICTION 
 Against Everything: Essays, by Mark Greif Pantheon; 304 pages; $28.95. A fusillade of essays as dense and chewy as a pastrami on rye, Greif's collection self-scrutinizes his way in the world, "a book of critique of things I do."
 America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century, by Gabriel Thompson University of California Press; 279 pages; $29.95. Thompson's superb biography sheds new light on the life of a man whose presence was behind the scenes but whose work ended up in the headlines.
 Am I Alone Here? Notes on Living to Read and Reading to Live, by Peter Orner Catapult; 316 pages; $16.95 paperback. In essays that range from Chekhov to Cheever, Isaac Babel to the shamefully underappreciated Gina Berriault, Orner teases out interpretations that draw you into the passions that make literature matter.
 At the Existentialist Café: Freedom, Being, and Apricot Cocktails, by Sarah Bakewell Other Press; 439 pages; $25. Bakewell's book very successfully distills a large number of challenging philosophical ideas.
 The Attention Merchants: The Epic Scramble to Get Inside Our Heads, by Tim Wu Knopf; 403 pages; $28.95. This is a book of our time, touching on an emerging strain of anxiety about the information age that goes beyond gripes about digital distraction or information overload.
 Born to Run, by Bruce Springsteen Simon & Schuster; 510 pages; $32.50. Springsteen's rowdy, witty and frequently heartstring-strumming autobiography can take its place alongside Bob Dylan's "Chronicles Vol. 1" and Patti Smith's "Just Kids" as a truly lovely work of prose from a top-flight songwriter.
 Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the Soul of Iran, by Laura Secor Riverhead; 508 pages; $30. Secor's exhaustively researched book is an insightful view of the evolving intellectual character of a nation that has been largely hidden from us for 40 years.
 Citizen Scientist: Searching for Heroes and Hope in an Age of Extinction, by Mary Ellen Hannibal The Experiment; 423 pages; $25.95. Intelligent and impassioned, Hannibal's book is essential reading for anyone interested in the natural world.
 The Earth Is Weeping: The Epic Story of the Indian Wars for the American West, by Peter Cozzens Knopf; 544 pages; $35. A sweeping work of narrative history that synthesizes the work of countless historians, Cozzens' book is as an evenhanded account that recognizes fragments of nobility and humanity amid epic tragedy.
 Eleanor Roosevelt: The War Years and After: Vol. 3: 1939-1962, by Blanche Wiesen Cook Viking; 670 pages; $40. The monumental achievement of the final volume of this definitive biography is the rich depiction of the period's contextual history.
 The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks About Race, edited by Jesmyn Ward Scribner; 226 pages; $25. Each piece in this collection poses a profound set of questions, and all pulse with undercurrents of grief as well as hope.
 The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt and the Struggle for Social Justice, by Patricia Bell-Scott Knopf; 454 pages; $30. Bell-Scott has given us a well-researched and poignant portrait of two women of great historical import, one hugely well known and the other more obscure.
 The Gene: An Intimate History, by Siddhartha Mukherjee Scribner; 592 pages; $32. Like its predecessor, "The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer," Mukherjee's book is both expansive and accessible, a breezily written manual to the potent little "unit of inheritance" that helps makes us who we are.
 Girls & Sex: Navigating the Complicated New Landscape, by Peggy Orenstein Harper; 303 pages; $26.99. Orenstein sounds the alarm in this book about the ways in which society, schools and parents perpetuate harmful views about gender roles and about sex as something to be feared and prevented.
 The Gunning of America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture, by Pamela Haag Basic; 496 pages; $29.99. Haag's inspired book dives deep into the history of the firearms trade, and her findings challenge some of the founding myths about our national relationship with guns.
 Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis, by J.D. Vance Harper; 264 pages; $27.99. What has become the memoir of the political moment addresses the festering anger of the white American working class.
 How Everything Became War and the Military Became Everything: Tales From the Pentagon, by Rosa Brooks Simon & Schuster; 438 pages; $29.95. Brooks provides a masterful analysis of how global connectedness has created vast new responsibilities and vulnerabilities for the armed forces of the United States.
 Joe Gould's Teeth, by Jill Lepore Knopf; 235 pages; $24.95. If Joseph Mitchell gently wrote the Greenwich Village eccentric into urban folklore, faults and all, Lepore, a fellow New Yorker writer, has produced a jolting reality check.
 Kill 'Em and Leave: Searching for James Brown and the American Soul, by James McBride Spiegel & Grau; 233 pages; $28. There's no way to "figure out" James Brown, McBride acknowledges. Nevertheless, he gives it an admirable go; he's flinty and funny, seeing in the singer the frustrated promises of the land that spawned him.
 Known and Strange Things: Essays, by Teju Cole Random House; 393 pages; $17 paperback. In this dazzlingly wide-ranging collection, Cole draws an insightful map of literal and metaphoric interconnections.
 The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict, by Austin Reed; edited by Caleb Smith Random House; 270 pages; $30. Believed to be the first known African American prison memoir, this book reads like the most outrageous fiction.
 Louisa: The Extraordinary Life of Mrs. Adams, by Louisa Thomas Penguin Press; 500 pages; $30. Louisa Catherine Adams has long been in the shadow of her formidable mother-in-law, Abigail. But Louisa's story is her own and reads engagingly like a novel.
 "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination, by Annette Gordon-Reed and Peter S. Onuf Liveright; 370 pages; $27.95. Gordon-Reed and Onuf have given us a new and empowering perspective on the private and public life of one of our greatest Americans.
 Nonstop Metropolis: A New York City Atlas, by Rebecca Solnit and Joshua Jelly-Schapiro University of California Press; 224 pages; $49.95 hardcover; $29.95 paperback. Solnit's third in a series of atlases devoted to great American cities is both an exquisite piece of art and an insightful portrait of a wonderful, maddening place.
 The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America, by Andrés Reséndez Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; 431 pages; $30. No other book has so thoroughly related the broad history of Indian slavery in the Americas, and not just its facts but the very reason it has been overlooked.
 Pit Bull: The Battle Over an American Icon, by Bronwen Dickey Knopf; 330 pages; $26.95. Informative and keenly argued, Dickey's book is a sustained and heavily researched work of advocacy to rehabilitate the reputation of what she deems a grossly maligned breed.
 The Red Parts: Autobiography of a Trial, by Maggie Nelson Graywolf; 201 pages; $16 paperback. This unflinching book concerns the trial of a suspect in Nelson's aunt Jane's 1969 murder and is overall a meditation on how the specter of violence and grief enshrouded the author's life.
 Shame and Wonder: Essays, by David Searcy Random House; 228 pages; $26. What makes Searcy such a master storyteller in his pieces is that he is a master observer, sharing his vision through essays that read like exquisitely crafted short stories.
 Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life, by Ruth Franklin Liveright; 607 pages; $35. Franklin deftly narrates the influences, experiences and reputation of the author of the famously enduring story "The Lottery."
 Soul at the White Heat: Inspiration, Obsession, and the Writing Life, by Joyce Carol Oates Harper; 390 pages; $27.99. Arguably a kind of almanac, this indispensable collection showcases Oates' critical vision: never sacrificing complexity, relentless, acute, compassionate.
 Spain in Our Hearts: Americans in the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939, by Adam Hochschild Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; 438 pages; $30. Digging through archives, Hochschild finds characters whose lives - as revealed through journal entries, letters home and unpublished manuscripts - pull the Spanish Civil War into tight, human-scale focus.
 Spiral: Trapped in the Forever War, by Mark Danner Simon & Schuster; 267 pages; $26. "Spiral" is a provocative, timely and often very effective book that distills a set of arguments Danner has been making for almost 15 years.
 Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger and Mourning on the American Right, by Arlie Russell Hochschild The New Press; $27.95. The result of five years and hundreds of interviews in small-town Louisiana, Hochschild's deeply engaging book is her earnest attempt to plumb the emotional roots of Trump supporters' seemingly paradoxical beliefs. 
 Time Travel: A History, by James Gleick Pantheon; 336 pages; $26.95. Knowledgeable, curious and humane, Gleick proves to be the perfect tour guide for this mind-bending intellectual expedition.
 The Way to the Spring: Life and Death in Palestine, by Ben Ehrenreich Penguin; 428 pages; $28. Ehrenreich proves to be the kind of tough-minded yet searching writer we need to help us understand the intractable Middle East divide, and the people shaped by it.
 We Have the Technology: How Biohackers, Foodies, Physicians, and Scientists Are Transforming Human Perception, One Sense at a Time, by Kara Platoni Basic Books; 304 pages; $27.99. Reporting on the visionary quest to surmount humankind's basic limitations, Platoni proves to be a knowledgeable guide to a complex and fast-changing landscape.
 When We Are No More: How Digital Memory Is Shaping Our Future, by Abby Smith Rumsey Bloomsbury; 229 pages; $28. Rumsey's important and rich book asks how we can ensure that the digital information we're amassing today will serve as a "coherent and continuous" model of our world tomorrow.
 White Sands: Experiences From the Outside World, by Geoff Dyer Pantheon; 233 pages; $25. In his ninth nonfiction book, the very droll Dyer makes a series of pilgrimages, then wonders what all the fuss was about.
 White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America, by Nancy Isenberg Viking; 460 pages; $28. In her important book, Isenberg reveals the roots of what has been a long and dehumanizing campaign waged against poor, and especially Southern, whites.
 Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till File, by John Edgar Wideman Scribner; 193 pages; $25. Wideman enlists Emmett Till and his father to help us understand a dimension of American racism: the persistent theft of black fathers and sons, murders without remedy, and unceasing loss.
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